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which he and his womankind may wear."    Many castes
are divided  into  endogamous  divisions, which form the
limit within which  a man is obliged to marry, and ex-
ogamous septs, which, on the other hand, form the limit
within which he may not marry, i.e. he must marry a girl
of a sept other than that to which he belongs.    In many
cases, especially among the Telugu, Canarese, and Oriya
castes, the exogamous septs are totemistic, and bear the
name of some animal, tree, plant, or object, natural or
inanimate, which a member of the sept is prohibited from
killing, eating, cutting, burning, carrying, or using.    In one
of the Telugu castes, members of the frog sept will not
injure frogs, and those of the thanda sept abstain from
using the fruit or leaves of the thanda plant (Cephalandra
indicd), which is a very common  Indian vegetable.    In
another caste, women of the magili (Pandanus fascicularis)
sept do not use the flower-buds for the purpose of adorning
themselves, and a man has been known to refuse to pur-
chase bamboo mats, because they were tied up with the
fibre of this tree.    In yet another caste, if the totem is
a plant, it is said that a person who breaks the taboo will
be punished by being born as an insect for several genera-
tions.   A person who wishes to eat the forbidden fruit may
do so by performing the funeral ceremonies of the totemic
ancestor at Gaya in Bengal, where obsequial ceremonies
for ancestors are celebrated.    Many of the lower classes,
though nominally worshippers of Vishnu or Siva, worship
more especially the village deities or Grama Devatas, con-
cerning which Bishop Whitehead writes as follows:  " In
almost every village of South India may be seen a shrine
or symbol of the Grama Devata, and the Grama Devata is
periodically worshipped and propitiated.    Very often the
shrine is nothing more than a small enclosure with a few
rough stones in the centre, and often there is no shrine
at all;   but  still,  when  calamity overtakes the village,

